
BALLYMAHON  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Longford on Thursday, 14th March 2019 at 4.30 p.m.
CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Paul Ross
MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Mick Cahill, Mark Casey, Colm Murray, 


Gerard Farrell and Pat O’Toole.
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Ms. Linda Higgins, Administrative Officer





Mr. Paul Newell, Senior Executive Engineer. 




Mr. P.J. Gill, Executive Engineer.





Mr. Brian Conaty, Technician

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne. Lee.

VOTE OF SYMPATHY.
The meeting adjourned for ten minutes as a mark of respect on the tragic and untimely death of Micheal Cooney.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, the Minutes of Committee Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held on the 24th January 2019, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor G. Farrell, the Minutes of Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held on the 24th January 2019, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor M. Casey, the Minutes of Special Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held on the 15th February 2019, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
SCHEDULE OF BALLYMAHON MUNICIPAL DISTRICT WORKS.
P. Newell briefed the members on the Schedule of Ballymahon Municipal District Works under the following headings and replied to queries raised by the members –

· TII Grant.

· Restoration Improvement Grant

· Regional Roads.

· Local Roads.

· Restoration Maintenance Grant

· Local Roads.

· Supplementary Restoration Maintenance Grant Total County Allocation.

· Regional Road.

· Local Roads.

· Discretionary Grant.

· Low Cost Safety Scheme.

· Bridges.

· Specific Improvement Grant.

· Drainage Grant Total County Allocation.

· Local Road.

· Street Cleaning.

· Winter Maintenance.

· National Roads Gritting.

On the proposal of Councillor M Cahill seconded by Councillor G. Farrell, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Schedule of Ballymahon Municipal District Works, as circulated.

2019 COMMUNITY GRANT SUPPORT SCHEME

Applications received under the Community Grant Support Scheme 2019 were considered, 

in detail, and agreed by the members  - as per attached appendix.

SPECIAL PROJECTS FUNDING.
On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor M. Casey, the following allocations were agreed -
· In conjunction with Waterways Ireland – works for lighting of footpath from The Rustic Inn to Scally’s Bridge and also the provision of lighting at Scally’s Bridge -
€12,500  Opportunity for Leader funding to be considered.  

· Moydow Community Centre  - match funding in support of application for Leader Funding. Retrofitting, extension and kit out - €10,000.  Funding subject to successful Leader application.
· GAA Pitch and Clonbonney Cemetery Car Park  -  Provision of lights.

€12,000.  Funding subject to GAA taking responsibility for operational and maintenance costs.
CEMETERIES IN THE BALLYMAHON MD AREA - UPDATE FROM ENVIRONMENT SECTION.
Report prepared by the Environment Section was circulated with the Agenda for the meeting.
B. Heslin confirmed that a comprehensive Report on Longford County Council Cemeteries for the period 2006 to 2025 and Cemetery Provision and Maintenance Policy will be considered at the next Infrastructure and Environment Strategic Policy Committee meeting on the 9th April.  

Barbara recommended that the Ballymahon MD members make submissions to the Environment Section regarding graveyards in their areas in advance of the SPC meeting in April.
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Public Lighting on R2392.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by 

Councillor  M. Casey   –

 “I call on Longford County Council to provide public lighting on a stretch of the R392 approximately 0.5 Km long from  Ballymahon Montessori School to the Longford Bridge at Drynan, Ballymahon.”
P. Newell stated that no funding for lighting extensions on the public road is available at the present time.  There are plans to extend the footpath along this stretch of road this year. Paul confirmed that ducting will be incorporated to avoid re-work when funding becomes available.

Public Lighting on the Royal Canal Greenway.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by 

Councillor M. Cahill     –

“ I call on Longford County Council to consider providing public lighting on the Royal Canal Greenway from Longford Bridge to Brannigan Harbour - an area that is used extensively all year round by cyclists, joggers, and walkers.   The public lighting would greatly enhance it from a safety point of 
view, particularly during the Winter months.”
P. Newell stated that this request will be considered in future applications under Town and Village Renewal Scheme or Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme.  

Pedestrian Crossing at St. Matthew’s Church, Ballymahon.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by 

Councillor  C. Murray–

“I call on Longford County Council to provide lighting on the pedestrian crossing at 
St. Matthew's Church,  Ballymahon.  A similar pedestrian crossing in Kenagh Village is very well lit with two low level street lights on the poles over the crossing.”

Available funding streams for this type of crossing will be investigated.  Paul confirmed that  ducting and pots for the poles will be incorporated into the dig out project that is planned for this stretch of road later this summer.
Ballycloughan – Speeding Study.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by 

Councillor M. Casey  –

“That a speeding study be undertaken at Ballycloughan and appropriate traffic calming measures be put in place in the interest of public safety.”
Councillor Ross presented a petition signed by residents in the area.

P. Newell confirmed that speed counters will be installed to monitor the situation. Traffic calming options will be considered following the result of the speed survey.
Car Park at Irish Rail, Edgeworthstown.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by 

Councillor  C. Murray  –

“That Longford County Council contacts Irish Rail to request that they extend their car park at Edgeworthstown Station as it is now at capacity every day.”

A letter to be forwarded to Irish Rail regarding this request.
Scally’s Bridge.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill and seconded by 

Councillor P. Ross           –

“As a number of cars have entered the Canal at Scally's Bridge on L1105 in Abbeyshrule and also a number of Articulated Trucks have got jammed on the bridge, and in the interest of road safety, I request that Longford  County 
Council provides appropriate signage and lighting on Scally's Bridge on L1105 in Abbeyshrule and also to provide signs at both ends of this road to indicate its unsuitability for Articulated Trucks".

Paul confirmed that the issue regarding signage will be addressed.  The public lighting on the bridge can readily be extended from the canal walk.  This will be considered from a design point of view and funding options will also have to be investigated.  
Road – L1098
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill and seconded by 

Councillor  C. Murray  –

"That Longford County Council carries out works on L1098 Road outside the School in Ardagh as the road is in poor condition and, in the interests of road safety,  to consider the provision of Traffic  Calming measures.”

P. Newell stated that this pavement has deteriorated at a rapid pace since last October.  Initial assessments show that there is no sole under the pavement layer which means digging out the road.  Works will be carried out on the worst sections this year. 
Paul confirmed that speed counters will be installed to monitor the situation. Traffic calming options will be considered following the result of the speed survey.
Edgeworthstown Roundabouts.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill and seconded by 

Councillor P. Ross            –

“That Longford County Council considers doing works on the roundabouts in Edgeworthstown similar to the Dromod roundabout on the N4.”
P. Newell stated that the Dromod roundabouts are maintenance free roundabouts.  
Maintenance works on roundabouts require significant traffic management so to eliminate this would represent an annual saving.  A design will be prepared in consultation with the Edgeworthstown Tidy Towns and funding streams for this work will be investigated
Communication with I.W.

Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor P. O’Toole seconded that a letter be forwarded to Irish Water regarding the lack of communication from Irish Water regarding recent issues in Curracreehan.
CONCLUSION.

The outgoing Cathaoirleach, Councillor Paul Ross, spoke regarding his term as Cathaoirleach of the Muncipal District and thanked the Members of the Municipal District for all their support during his time as Cathaoirleach of the MD.    Paul also thanked Barbara Heslin and the support staff in the MD for their help during his term and the local media for their coverage of the Ballymahon MD Meetings.

The Members of the Municipal District congratulated Paul on his very successful term as Cathaoirleach of the MD.

Barbara Heslin on her own behalf and on behalf of the MD staff congratulated Councillor Ross on his year as Cathaoirleach of the MD  and wished the members every success in the local elections.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
Signed: ___Anne Lee____________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Ballymahon Municipal District Meeting held on the 
25th July 2019.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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